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rule of the Augustinians. But he made it entirely his own.1
And the order of Dominic has played a part in the history of
the Church and of the world greater by far than that which
has fallen to the share of all the other followers of Augustine.

In the autumn of 1217 the great friar turned his back
upon Languedoc for ever, and took up his abode in the Imperial
city. Innocent had died in 1216, and Dominic, recognised by
his successor Honorius as the master spirit of the Catholic
Church, found his place at the capital of the world.2

If the Spanish friar was the most powerful man in Rome,
the influence of the Spanish philosopher Averroes, who had
died but ten years before the massacre at Beziers, was begin-
ning to make itself felt throughout Christendom. From Spain
had come at once the man of dogma that was confirming the
Church, and the man of liberty that was disturbing the world.
And the speculations of the Cordovan doctor found no bolder,
no more determined, no more powerful opponent than the
priest of Osma. Yet if in later days Averroes would have
been astounded at the theories of the Italian Christian Aver-
roists, Dominic might have been shocked at the practices of
the Spanish Dominican inquisitors.

The progress of human thought is no more certain than
the progress of fleets or of armies. Yet when the wretched
strife of petty chieftains, the wholesale slaughter of Moslems
or of Christians shall cease to interest the world; when the
bandits and cutthroats of the growing north, and the poets
and castle builders of the dying south; when the Ferdi-
nands and the Alfonsos, the Hakams and the Hishams, and
the greatest An Nasir himself are all forgotten, as the extinct
and uninteresting forces of a dead past; the ever-enduring
struggle between the spirit of persecution and the spirit of
religious liberty, between the spirit of Dominic3 and the spirit

1As to the addition of certain rules of the Premonstratensians, see Pere
Denifle, in the Athen&um, 3oth April, 1892, p. 559.

2 The last branch of his Order was founded by Dominic in 1219, as the Third
Order of Penitence, or The Militia of Christ, whose members were specially
charged with the duty of assisting in the work of the Inquisition, and who came in
time to be known by the hated name of Familiars of the Holy Office. See
Llorente, torn, i., chap, ii., art. 4; Castillo, Hist, de St. Dominic, pt. i., chap,
xlix. ; Monteiro, op. cit.t pt. i., chap, xxxvi.; Paraino, Origine de F Inquisition,
lib. ii., tit. i., chap. iii.

8 Dominic died at Rome in 1221, and was canonised by Pope Gregory IX. in
1233. As to whether the institution of the Rosary is due to Dominic, as is gener-
ally asserted, the curious in such matters may consult Drane, op. cit.> pp. 120,138,
where an entire chapter is devoted to the subject, and many appropriate references
collected.